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than giving battle, for there were so many ditches that the French men-at-arms on horseback could not help the foot-soldiers, and fought so long that the night surprised them ... all that night the Swiss and French remained upon the field of battle doing nothing until the morrow, the 13th [of September] when they recommenced the said battle, which lasted three hours, after which combat there remained dead upon the field about three thousand Landsknechte and as many Swiss.... Amongst the Swiss there was division and mutiny so that they retreated to Milan and Como, and two days later they returned to their own country. . . ."
We have many records of this eventful battle. It was on Thursday, September 13, that the Swiss set forth towards Marignano, where the French army was encamped in the plain, and strict guard was kept by the Constable de Bourbon, who was in command of the advance guard. He received tidings from one of his spies, that the Swiss had left Milan, and other messengers bringing news that there were clouds of dust in that direction, Fra^ois I was warned, and put on his splendid suit of German armour.
Meantime the Swiss advanced in silence without trumpets or drums ; they began hostilities about four in the afternoon, and the plan of their leader was to take possession of the enemy's artillery, and turn it against them, as they had succeeded in doing at Novara. But when the guns were attacked the Constable, with quick presence of mind, instantly sent forward the Black Bands to the support of the Landsknechte who were in charge of the artillery,,                    and tl will lie fur
